
Updating your Will: 
When and why it’s 
necessary

A living document

Your will is a vital legal document that outlines 
your wishes for the distribution of your assets after 
your passing. However, life is ever-changing, and 
circumstances can evolve over time. To ensure that 
your will accurately reflects your current situation 
and intentions, it’s essential to know when and why 
you should update it.

When should you update your will?

Several life events should prompt you to review and 
update your will:

Change in family structure: Marriage, divorce, or 
the birth or adoption of children can significantly 
impact your wishes for asset distribution.

Change in financial situation: Significant changes 
in your wealth, such as inheritance or a windfall, 
may necessitate adjustments to your will.

Change in beneficiaries: If your relationships with 
beneficiaries change or you wish to include new 
individuals or charitable organisations, your will 
should reflect these updates.

Change in assets: The acquisition of new assets, 
such as property or investments, should be 
accounted for in your will to ensure they go to the 
intended recipients.

Change in location: Moving to a different country or 
province may require updates to your will to comply 
with local laws and regulations.

Why is updating your will important?

An outdated will may not accurately reflect your 
current desires, potentially leading to assets being 
distributed contrary to your intentions.

Avoiding disputes: A clear and updated will can 
help prevent family conflicts and legal disputes 
among beneficiaries.

Minimising tax implications: Updating your will can 
take advantage of tax-saving strategies, ensuring 
that your beneficiaries receive more of your assets.

Complying with legal requirements: Legislation 
governing wills and estates may change over time. 
Updating your will ensures it complies with the most 
current laws.

Protecting your legacy: Your will is a reflection of 
your values and priorities. Updating it allows you to 
leave a meaningful and accurate legacy.

A responsible act

Updating your will is a responsible and caring 
action that safeguards your legacy and ensures 
that your assets are distributed according to your 
wishes. Life is dynamic, and changes in your family, 
finances, and circumstances should be reflected in 
this important legal document. 

Regularly reviewing and updating your will, 
especially after significant life events, helps you 
maintain control over your estate and provides 
clarity and peace of mind to your loved ones. 
Whether it’s a change in beneficiaries, assets, or 
your own life situation, consider consulting with 
a legal professional experienced in South African 
estate planning to help you navigate the process 
and ensure that your will accurately represents your 
intentions.
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